84 TREITSCHKE AND YOUNG GERMANY
zollern and the eager admirer of Prussian bureaucracy already announces himself. The essence of the State, he argues, is power ; but it is a moral power, and in virtue of this moral nature the authority of the State over the individual is supreme and without appeal.
Four years later, at Freiburg, he gave for the first time the lectures which developed afterwards into the two volumes entitled " Die Politik." But the stress of the period speedily tears Treitschke from abstract speculation upon the State to living politics and to the study of the actions of men in the concrete. Bismarck's struggle with the Prussian parliament is at its height. The safety and prestige of the Prussian monarchy is not yet assured. The dispute about the Duchies is at hand, and behind it rises the war of 1864, and behind the war of 1864 and the Convention of Gastein loom the war of 1866, and Koniggratz, and the creation of the North-German Confederation; then the insulting half-maniacal jealousy of France, and the war of 1870.
It is a new Germany, almost a new Europe. Since the rise of the Spanish monarchy under Ferdinand and Isabella and its liberation from the Saracen dominion, and, at about the same period, the rise of the French monarchy under Louis XI and his successors, no event has so revolutionized the European State-system.
Treitschke had originally been destined for the army, and it is as a soldier of soldiers that we see him in each phase of those momentous nine years. " Lay on my coffin a sword," the dying Heine wrote in 1856, But the war in which Treitschke fought was less